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" PUT ■GVN. .AND' RVNAF ONL FULL . ALERT . AND ORDERED ALL TO 

FRUSTRATE "ANY"' ATTEMPTS* >• : .‘; : ''JV: 
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‘T HIEU * S vSPEECH. TO THE ^NATIONAL - 'ASSEMBLY.,; STR ESSED HIS r 
. SUPPORT 0 F- - THE" CO NSTITUT 1 0N : : A NO- A PP E ALED. FOR COOPERATION : 
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— THE SPEECH 

.—' THE SPEECH UNCOMPROMISINGLY REITERATED THE GVN’S POSITION 
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— ABRAnS REPORTS ENEMY KIA SINCE KID-AUGUST REACHED 
35 PER CERT OF HIS LOSSES DURING . MINI-TET* .. ■ ■ ^. k ,^ : , 

--THESE LOSSES PLUS MANY UNCOVERED CACHES' SHOW -CLEARLY ; T HE-;'; ?/?'■:?/" " 

ENEMY WANTED TO SET A SUBSTANTIAL :PJJSH' URDER- : .SAY*'LAST. HONTH^v^; 

• ; t: • ■• * :-.v . ; '?V : ' SPgSgjftg 
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WITH HANOI PROBABLY 
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SOME ^'ILL INTERPRET' THE /ALLEGED! PLOT AS ANOTHER SIGN OF . 
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GVN INABILITY: TO FORGE UNITY BUT 
OVERLOOK ^RECENT PROGRESS, . KOWEVi-R 



BEGUN* 




— ‘AFTER JGS TOLD THIED IT WAS FEASIBLE TO' UPGRADE 1,078 \ yy 

HAMLETS BY TET -’69, -HE. ORDERED THE INTENSIFIED PACIFICATION^,^; 
CAMPAIGN ..start NOV. M. - :;: : s ; ' 
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'--' THESE COORDINATED EFFORTS SHOULD! HAVE' A "DECISIVE 
ON THE ENEiMY BUT RESULTS WILL DEPEND ON PERFORMANCE IN- THE^ 

DISTRICTS. 
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D. ECONOMIC 



£HERE*W ASvIN 

S.G m; :A«r^>TH£^ US ^UNFORTUNATELY IHESETRECE ived 
EXAGGERATED PRESS ^COVERAGE)! jMAlML-Y^BECAuSEiiCF THE VAT IN WHICH 
TKIElj ' REACTED TO 'THESwJ 11E PUT THE "GOVERNMENT AND TH£-KILnARY;^^-:^: s ^^i| 
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^STABI^SRHENr ON^OLL- ALERT^ON- OCTv'gy ORDERING [ALL OFFICIALS-, 
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'iAND^MILITARY [PERSONNEL* TO- FRUSTRATE AMY - /ATTEMPTED .DEHO.NSTRA^vrv^ti^^ 
.TIONS OR^COUP • > IT /DID ; NOT SEES - TO JUS" THAT .THERE WERE- '-"' v - - 

‘TiimT^iTrftHe nr ' ccot^'ic oor&*o «rrrtsic 5*1*0 

4 tV>w v » ivuw * m+t niuti.AViw f vn 

• BENTARY -REPORTS THAT SOME PEOPLE,- POSSIBILITY /LINKED TO KY, 

WERE TALKING LOOSELY ABOUT. A COUP, BUT NO EVIDENCE OF ANY >. 

PREPARATIONS, BUT. TN MY TALK -WITH THIEU- YESTERDAY, WHICH ; 

I HAVE' REPORTED FULLY IN SAIGON 539-73, HE SAID THAT THERE 
HAVE; RECENTL Y ^BEEN INDICAT IONS THAT TROUBLE WAS. BREWING , /-/A 
AND^WHaX - WAS MORE ALARMING WAS THAI THE- PEOPLE WERE?" : - 

.BEGINNING- -TO TAKE SERIOUSLY THE. MANY RUHORS- AND REPORTS v 
. ABOUT: COUP ATTEMPTS. HE ADDED THAT . STATEMENTS WHICH KY HAD 
- :MADE£I N . THE ’PAST'^ONTHS ''HAD HAD: AH 
SITUATION: HEREi ANOr^CREATED - SUSPICION 
OF ■ mZR ICAN : INTENTIONS. ' HE'KaD ' M AD E 
v?IN^HIS> SPEECH T Q^TfiE^ NATXO N ALi: AS SEKBL Y 
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• MEASURES -;AND. : WERE" PUTTIfte-.OUT /SENSATIONAL'ISTORIES ABOUT 
:-ATTENPTSy:D£NQNSTRATI 5 gNS;:AND'ApRESTSf;ATKAT:;ALLL0F_THIS 





TERrSOLIDAR ITY /• 

LANNED • '-Hy^p-00^ 
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COMING SUNDAY / ; 

CTTflSl AM- ■ :* :-:.A 


,-HAD • EVIDENCE. THATI CATHOL IC ELEMENTS ' OF.- THE' GREAT 
' FORCE, AND. SOME /OF -THE -AIR -FOR CE PER SO NN£L :..H AD PLANNED 
DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINSTETHE GOVERNMENT. FOR THIS COMIf& SUNDAY 
ON THE .GROUND T HAY IT ;-W AS SOFT ON THE PEACE .QUESTION -AND [.ON 
COALITION, ,JF . THEY. -ATTRACTED SUPPORT, THEY - WERE -PREPARED TO- - 
TAKE FURTHER STEPSi-'.'HE ADDED THAT- THERE' WERE- SOME YOUNGER' [ ;' :"■ 
ELEMENTS'. IN THE AIR FORCE WHICH' THE COMMANDER, GEN TRAN VAN . 
MINK,. DID HOT .CONTROL AND WHO - WERE BEHOLDEN' TO VP -KY. THESE w-> 
WOULD BEAR WATCHING,'! AGAIN- SAID THAT -IT . WAS . DIFFICULT -FOR ME 
TO' CONCEIVE OF ANYONE - OR .ANY GROUP HAVING THE ABILITY TO. 
ATTEMPT. A. COUP, MUCH: ; ,LESS:TKE CAPACITY..TO BRING ..TI..,OFFv.v; :; 
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THIEU AGREED THAT THIS WAS SO, BUT SAID THAT VIETNAMESE 

gener’ally sere unsophisticated politically and had a tendency 

TQ GIVE CREDENCE TO HUMORS. IT VAS FOR THIS REASON THAT RE- 
THOUGHT IT BEST TO T AXE PREVENTIVE MEASURES AND TO HAKE HIS : 
ADDRESS LAST NIGHT TO CALM DOWN THE SITUATION. I THINK THIEU 
OVER-REACTED- IN THIS CASE, AND POSSIBLY DID NOT GET PROPERLY 
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EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE FROM HIS NEW INTELLIGENCE AND 
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OFFICIALS.' HE REALIZES THAT - SO ME -DAN AGEHAS BEENDONE :TO; r HIS ^ 
STAND ING . ABROAD- "AND^HAT^THIS .IS .UNFORTUNATE* - BUT. 

POINT ;OUTv-THAT THIEil^^StHAD ^CONSIDERABLE ' EXPERIENCE 


CO UPS: AND ^ ATTE MPTED 'COUP^ s nGOm - BACK TO -THE .DAYS OF -THE; .DIEM 

ore rynr -''-a im >*-m a v ; . «kmca or a 

•pE:HISlPEOriX:‘A^KQWwT;G;^GrE^ 
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^;#P8£S:^IEU^»AI)t^^Si^^PEECH?.Q 
' SE C ON its REG UL A R f SE 



iT3S; INHXS 


APF5rARANCES,BEFORl^TKATsBODY^teSTH£SSED:mS-:DEDrCAnON 
fCGNST ITUTIONALirSO VERN11ENT^ftNDif&PP HALED /FORe ’ A^ : *JG INT EFFORT. 
^HE-i£XECijTIVE:'iAND^LEaiSLATIVE?BRANCHES*H£r-NQtEO :TOtfARD THE.END-^i 
OF: klS-MESS^^: THAT :^lD67>WAG^THEi YEAR vFORCT HE"-- ESTABL IS WiENT 
OP :THE^UNDATX0NS^F<Tte"SEC<WDiREPUBLiC^IS6S^S^E ^YEAR 
. FOR THE.< COMPLETION : OF.uTHE;'jQE80CR AT IC INSTITUTIONS ’AND THE 
STRENGTHENING OF POLITICAL '^ST AB IL IT Y” - THIEU HADE. TWO 
ERENCES IN HIS SPESCH'TQ- ALLEGED. PLOTS TO . UNDERMINE AND 
THROW HIS GOVERNHENT^IN /THE MAIN, HOWEVER, 'THE TONE OF; THE' 
SPEECH WAS CONFIDENT ’AND OPTIMISTIC. ‘ 
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4. SPEAKING ABOUT P£ACE : AND NEGOTIATIONS, THIEU RESTATED THE 
GVN POSITION. IN A FORCEFUL AND RATHER UNCOMPROMISING WAY. 

HE REITERATED GVN REJECTION OF COALITION GOVERNMENT, CESSION 
OF. TERRITORY’, OR RECOGNITION OF THE' NLF. HE ALSO INSISTED 
THAT HANOI MUST ACKNOWLEDGE ITS AGGRESSION AND RECOGNIZE :; 
THE 





r ■ - 

* 




s 'O . ? ■ * 

'*<- ... . 


. 

•HN 



MOST ‘REASONABLE WAY: TO END-THIS WAR IS FOR BOTH SIDES;. TO. 
SCALE^DOWMHE;LEVH^iOFvBOST-ILm£Si:LEADING';GRADUALLY:XO: 
A CEASE-FIRE EFFECT IVELY^CONTRGLLEB': AND . GUARANTEED • Tv;H£ 
"TO^OlH^PARTXAI^-Hto^NvTKE^BOMBISGviASTHKEIRST'iSTEPvIN 
DIREC^ION^^H^ESCSl^TIQl^D^INSISTED 


' -IS: ’UP:' Tor-HANOI^I 
•COMPLETE ' 



•REJECTED 
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S. ^-THE'ATTEMPTS^OETHE '-ENEKr'TO^LAUNCH" AN -OFFENSIVE VHICH ; HAVE' :V 
BEEN v FRUSTRATED' SINCE" 1 AUGUST ^ -"HAVE. • NOW .PETERED OUT. ' ' ■ THAT KE SID*; 

TRY, I'AND TRT HARD, TO GET*AN OFFENSIVE-GOING IS. SUGGESTED BY • " - - - — 

CASUALTIES. v 'GENERk.- ABRAMS -REPORTEO TO THE MISSION COUNClL 
OCTGBER: 10 THAT, THE -TOTAL ENEMY : KILLED. SINCE AUGUST 1 7 HAD REACHED 
95 PERCENT -OF THE LOSSES- WHICH HE SUFFERED DURING THE SAME;NUMBER 
OF DAYS.- IN'-THE ATTACKS DURING THE :rHINI-TETT' OFFENSIVE- -WHICH BEGAN 




KIA .DUR.ING._XHE, P.AST .TWO. NONTHS; : IN .R £C £ NT„ .ACTION S , V THE .9TH 





MARINES ^CAPTURED THE FOLLOYINgrim i civ ILL » -z 3 ,536 MORTAR 
ROUNDS, 334 ROCKET GROUNDS,' , 1 ,319 ARTILLERY. ROUNDS, 3,272 
RPG ROUNDS^ -I fO&0;224 -SMALL ARMS ROUNDS , 7,062 - CHICOM - 
GRENADES % Z, 07 7 tLAND /KINES, : t , 000: CLAYMORE;, MINES , i 1 ,4 59 


' PO6NDf:;OF:/:EXPLP^iVESi^50-SeTS O^CLOTHINS ^68,003 POUNDS ;0F 
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fiNiR£CENI:iM£SSASES'POINTED0UT>;INST-ANCES : 'OF'iMPR0VED 


^VNAF^ERFORSANCE^fcVIETNAaESE^^FORtS'iTp ;YAKE /OVER 1k»£-- • >t< 
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:0r?TKEs' FIGRTINS 4WHrS TREN0 ^AS> AS AIN £VIDENT ; THIS 0EEK4 MORE:-;; " - • - 

. THAttuTVO^TKlRDS •SFfTREvf^IENDLY r - CASU ALTIES: lfER£:7yiETNAM£SE IN ' THE 

• -:y y pvw. g«rt t Mg . - A cTPPFP" gs g^yn o fors? •■irrgg-.- &r go -‘-i- 

FORCES? ? ACCOUNTED^F6Rr40^ PERCENT' OF. THE. ENEMY" KI A.. FOR - 
: THE" PER IOD JAUGUSt aS-OCTOBER 5V VTHE RVNftF FORCES SUFFER ED 
2, 701 '.KILLED .COMPARED- /tO 1 ,497 -U.S ;.', KILLED * ; DURING THAT : ; 

SAME PESIODj -THE. PVNAf KILLED.- it, 739 ENEMY COMPARED TO. 

13,472 - KILLED BY U *SV . FORCES * . ; ' v '■:*?£. ;.:■ 

• . - . . - 1 ■ . m *. V S . . . .- ' ,-t *t v«- ■•* ■*-•“■. - - - ■_.■ ' - * ■ - : - - • 

. ; . . /r • — ! .. ••/ v.. yt .• * - . "• ■. ; .. _. ■. • -■ _• . 

13. ' ANOTHER STRONG INDICATION OF THE DETERMINATION OF THE . 

SVN TO ORGANIZE ITSELF AND TO DEFEAT THE ENEMY, AND OF ITS 
EFFECTIVENESS IN MOVING TOWARD THAT "GOAL, IS THE FACT THAT THEY 

• HAVE - ALREADY EXCEEDED THEIR YEAR - END GOAL OF THE 833,333 IN 
RVNAF*. ’^rlN -FACT - THE; .-TOTAL- V ILL SGON~ REACH S50, 303. . WE ARE 
RECOMMENDING THAT THE CEILING Oft RVNAF FORCES BE RAISED TO 
S53,330i.< PRESENT,: CEILING. IS S22,2I5) WITH 39,020 OF THE ADDITIONAL 
MANPOWER IS GO .INTO CRITICALLY NEEDED REGIONAL FORCES.: . IF ONE . ...... . 

INCLUDES-THE PARAMILITARY -FORCES, THIS NATION*’ WITH A POPULATION 
OF 
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FOLLOSING^ UP' ON {THE^OCTOBER L MEETING 'Iv REPORTED LAST : WEEK,’ 

TO rCONSIDER THE BASIC DIRECTIVE AND THE :'BEG INNING OF DETAILED 
PLANNING "FOR -THE::FACIFICATI0N;. -COUNTER-OFFENSIVE." ; PRESIDENT 
THIEU, VICE PRESIDENT KY, AND PRIME MINISTER HUONG ■ : 

ATTENDED," AS DID. ALL THE MINISTERS AND TOP-LEVEL CIVIL AND . 
MILITARY OFFICIALS DIRECTLY CONCERNED. 

12^ THE PRESIDENT'S' ENTHUSIASM FOR THIS' ASPECT OF THE WAR WAS 
NEVER MORE EVIDENT.' ' FURTHER, 'I HAVE RARELY' SEEN HIM IN' A . 

MORE- SELF-CONFIDENT MOOD. WHILE THERE WAS NO DISCUSSION OF ' . 
THE .GENERAL POLITICAL -SITUATION HERE AT THE ‘'MEETING, '-'IT WAS .COM- 
PLETELY - CLEAR FROM THE ATMOSPHERE AT THIS ..MEETING THAT THIS IS . 
NOT A GOVERNMENT, IN' CRISIS. ' V ; ■' -' V--- - 
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13. THE PLANS FOR THE PRE-TET PHASE OF THE' COUNTER-OFFENSIVE 
AND FOR- ITS- COORDINATION- WITH THE 1969 'PLAN HAVE BEEN WELL LAID. 
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14 i THE SMOOTH WORKING RELATIONSHIP EXISTING BETWEEN THE 
PRES ID ENT. AND THE PRIME MINISTER. WAS EVIDENT IN THEIR 
EXCHANGES DURING I.HE; MEETING. I AM ESPECIALLY PLEASED 
SEE THE PRISE MINISTER BROUGHT INTO THE PLANNING OF THIS 




A." CONTINUOUS -OFFENSIVE^ AGAINSTiTHE^NEMYrSr ft ILirARY^UNITS/iWOULD 
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iesfiVE- DISCUSSED- THE IMPORTANCE OF IMPROVING THE 6VN 
, ADMINISTRATIONSINTHESE CONTESTED’. HAMLETS;. THE IMPORTANCE 
A SOUND POLICY ON LAND T&NURE IN 'AREAS LIBERATED FROM THE - S . 1 •>%’- 

VC COULD HAVE IN WINNING AND . HOLDING POPULAR -.SUPPORT;. AND 

THIT'XftP CRTfiNCE^ 0 F ETHFR 0 VI NS~ TTS^ECOSO MTC^WEtL-BEI NS OF ' : T'"^ \uyYX- 
THE ORDINARY FARMER. ON THE LATTER POINT,’ THE PRIME MINISTER 
TOLD US THAT A RESTRICTED CABINET’ SESSION THREE DAYS AGO HAD 
AGREED TO, CUT THE SUBSIDY ON IMPORTED RICE IN- HALF. THIS WILL 
RESULT IN AN INCREASE IN -THE PRICE TO FARMERS. FOR LOCALLY 
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PRODUCED RICE. • HE ADDED THAT- HE WOULD BE GIVING THE PRESIDENT 
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-B£fNTERPR£I£D? : AS: ONE,MbRE^NDICATION -DFiVmNAMESE 
TO \F0RGE7 NATION ALI ST 
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mTHis.:as 

OVERLOOKxT HE: GRO W I NG 

THE .RECENT . PROGRESS 

TIME THERE- IS . NO: BLINKING THE FACT .THAT DESPITE WIDESPREAD 
RECOGNITION OF THE CRUCIAL .NEED -FOR UNITY AND EFFECTIVE 
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IS. - SINCE TET r DESPITE THE PREOCCUPATION WITH ENEMY ' 

RELIEF’ FOR THE' CITIES AND' MEASURES TO MOBILIZE THE. RESOURCES 


of the nation for war, the new constitutional- institutions 

. . - m • t in ^ i 1 rs ^ ^ 1 ^ T ' T'rx 
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ACCOMPLISHED IN A' CumrLEi EDI. UUNSli UUUOHL Wftif iuwn 
WHEN THE. -HUONG CABINET REPLACED THE LOC GOVERNMENT. BY THE 

END OF THIS MONTH, THE TWO REMAINING BRANCHES^ OF. THE_GOVER^^^^|^| 
MEN TV ;THE SUPREME .COURT-, A N’Q..,T KEVINS PECT OR Air., .. WILL: BEL, £S 


m?M mm 


•S' S?-C#Y Ifc? LfffRARY 

./ V/;. * ■ " v v - - 




4 




TABLISHED* I BELIEVE THESE CONSTITUTIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND IHfc • 
S^oeiNO BEflOCRATIC SPIRIT :tfKIOH THEY ENCOURAGE, AND INSPIRE SILL - 
PROVE A -SOURCE OF. NATIONALIST STRENGTH IN THE. CONING STRUGGLE 

WITH T HE"* COMMUNISTS • ;?AS -FOR NON-GO VERNMSNTaL; POLITICAL STRENGTH. 




I VIS I Q NS - AMO NG£T : KE ' ■ N ATIO N ALT STS , IT GAL SO 'WAS jTWG 

^Nosi 'S teps Nationalist ?POLiTicAEvSTR£iBiJi flMn 

OF GENvpUONG-Vi 







^i^HERE^S^dF^^lfi?S£^KE^^ISX' THAT EIS-TilNK' wILL^AlLCV 

^toBsa^WBE'aataira Br kadical opposition groups*-^.. 

■PARTICUtAfKX THETJEXIKERISTS :A«2«3 , IHt' Ajv Guam ^ juuumSTS. 
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.CALLED^'ON • HI» r T HE\ SAY.: AFTER \ HE ' ARE! VED. : vHINH ■ HAS 
'PUBLlCLYsACCEPTED^A'POST'AS TKIEU’S ADVISOR NOR HAS HE IN ANY 
PUBLIC: WAY SHOWN SUPPORT. FOR THE GOVERNMENT* HE REPORTEDLY ' v - 
TOLDTRAft VAN DON' TKaT HE WILL NOT JOIN IKE LIEN SINK. THIEL- 
HAS HAD A PRIVATE, LUNCH WITH KINH, HOWEVER, AND I AM $VRZ .^■ 
HE - IS SEEKING TO OFFER BIG' NINE A ROLE WHICH VILL^PERNIT 
SINK "TO CONTINUE : TO CONTRIBUTE TO NATIONALIST . UNITY.- '' ,.. .^ 


•. * *> 
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jj t 1 ‘THE: OTHER STEP 'TOW ARD NATIONAL I ST UNITY THIS' WEEK WAS 

the: launching of the lien minh*s new aci ion. program.. cnap). 

TKIS POLITICALLY MOT lYATEB 'SELF-HELP SOCIAL 'WELFARE' PROGRAM 
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THE HAP 
.SUPPORT -I 

^SONALLY-^BUT^ HOPES^THEYfWIL^ BACK v A .GOVERNMENT. .WJilCHj 
^D^AlTHFate; SERVES?THE : - PEOPLE* "t THESACTI VITIES*DP4 
'.vCAD RL r TN? T HE CONI NG-; WEEKS "W ILL BE : VER Y ; v IMPORTANT : 0 
THE? PUBLi.Cr'lKAGE: : BE:?.THE: ORGANIZATION' A NTLH AY* WELL: 

,V ITS"? ULTIMATE' SUCCESS ORvFAlLURE . THIEU-ISvPROBABLY: UNWILLING 
TO - 'TAKE' 0 N THE • PUBLIC .-LEADERS HI P OF THE- LIEN KINH UNTIL HE 
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23 * ^PR ES ? ~T H I EU * S' I NT EH EST . I N'- P AC I FI CAT. 10 N*fH AS HAD A MARKED.,;^: ^ 

EFFECT ON .THE- ATTENTION- BEING GIVEN- THE PROGRAM BY" 6 VN *:• 

MINISTERS AND CORPS' COMMANDERS. FIRST , - THIEU * S SWING THROUGH 
ALL ; F0 UR ''CORPS AREAS HOLDING'- PACIFICA! ION ' SEMINARS WAS WELL ■ -.- j- ■■; _,r 

'RECE T VED ; BY LARGE' GROUPS OF OFFICIALS GATHERED TOGETHilR FOR . ^ .. 

each'occasion. press conference following.; EACH SEMINARY 
broadened the impact df the PHESIDENT-D visits. 

CHIEFS: AND ALL OTHER key. PACIr ICAi ION OFFICIALS MILITARY 
AND CIVILIAN — -RECEIVED. THE. STR AIG HT WORD, FROM BOTH HU0NX5,- 
= -Tirmr Tw a t tutv • m c ft v)T • ■ p a r> T C* T P A T T n M • T n'/'G FTTPR I OR IT Y 
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: ^SSiX'CSaPAXa8S3sHtCH>'MAkEjOH:^i^OVEJiMJl|BOU«IER-On i 'EHM'«^^^^^^g| 

'ARES«0WNa ! T0MBD:si ; ::NQVvfUCIfcP?FKXi5Ia«tW|8V»*iSjUS T «It.m^^^^^P^ ; 

ACTIVITY! BGaWST ,£«EHY.FORCESi«KEBEEVES: IHEY CAM BE-. LpCA|EOjSs^g^,^^^^^^; 
’ :•" IHE - INTERIOR MINISTER. CALtED.' KEY PHUOKG .H0AN3. 

TOSETHER f ftSfc VERBALLY:iISSU^I^TRUCTIO^KPftcSTEP^^^Amre; 5 !jps*p«® 

AGAINST:VCI=^--AlMEO- : AT?aOA01OFi5;8Sa^.VCISXfEUIBAtIZEff'l?ER^pNtttH«®!S®=»?:'S 

' COMPARER" TO TRE SOIHS - RATE OF : jUST,GVSX?«020KA DIRECTIVE 

TC^THE: FIEES VILL: BE:ISSUED :SITHIN . A- reV/PAYS.^THE^CHIEU^KOI i ;^ a| H :i j S ,;i ) v^^j, 
SINISTER- IS TAKING NECESSARY MEASURES T.D,ACC£LilRATE HOI CKANH 
DEFECTING DURING -THE THREE-MONTH: COUNTEROFFENSIVE- STARTING 

•1 NOV. EXPANSION OF SELF-DEFENSE, TO COVER ALL GVN-CGNiROLj-JUi - - .*- 

RURAL HAMLETS AS WELL AS- CITIES- AND TO.WN IS UNDERWAY. MIR- . 

ISTER OF INFORMATION THIEN IS -MAKING NECESSARY PREPARATIONS :-y\- 

FOR INCREASED PSYOPS SUPPORT, ALTHOUGH HIS STAFF HAS NOT YET ; ; C-. : 

DEVELOPED ADEQUATE: PLANS.- , :V , V : 5 '.: . : .. - . , , ..-'• • 4 , :£ • 

25.' ‘ DURING THE WAR COUNCIL i SESSION .WITH.. ThlEU AND HIS ' ; 

PEOPLE. LAST FRIDAY, A FINAL. DECISION WAS MADE TO GO AHEAD, f.; 

-• WITH THE- ESSENTIAL -PACIFICATION .CAMPAIGNJ-PORT ION OF THE •- r> 

COUNT EE-OFFENSIVE. . ■■: LAST - WEEXVv THIEU WAS CONCERNED : WITH • 

FEASIBILITY: OF SECURING l ,000 , CONTESTED ^HAMLETS I»; THREE. 

MONTHS;. BETWEEN' NOVEMBER AND- T El- ANBf RAISING.. THEIR 

' . security status-tg^ai"Leas^c^/:pN : ';tk£,:'hestscale;.^how^?r^^1|^^^^ 

- : OUR : OWN FEASIBILITY;- STUDY VX*KiCR<SHOW£D/;;IHIS- GOAL:;WAS^^4^^^«^^p^p^ 

VACHIEVABLE-WITK'MORE^AGGRESSIVE^SEfOHiEXISTING-RESOURCES,;^^^^^^^ 

^Vas>confirmed:- BY^MgsIsTUQY^ I^WHIO H:^ACH;: CORPS ^AND ; 

-•• PR0VINCE:PARTICIPATED.:^UGS:REP0RTED;T0'?PRESIDENTMHIEU 

' THAT M^sns: CONTESTED, HAMLETS ICOULB: BE' UPGRADED BY: T£T:.'.* 69^ 


- - ' ' v . - ; 
-- '.*• -•> - -■ - 
« • • * ♦ , 


' . * . , ^ V 

- ; . r* m ‘- 


■ V ^ . 
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• WEAKENING in. SEVERAL-RESPECTS, v HOWEVER-,' • RESULTS . ARE / .' '■ 

PEGGED- TO- GVN PERFORMANCE- "IN' DISTRICTS - AND PROVINCES WHICH 
ARE A LONG WAY FROM. SAIGON AND ARE NOT; YET , • ' '•';•• ; ■ ■^,- ■ 

CONVINCED THAT SOME. NEW ENEMY OFFENSIVE:' WON* T FALL ON : ‘ C-.^- 

THEIR. HEADS. ' ; ' ^-T'vy' ; 

• ■- ’■ ■ v . ■ *■* t * . . . w ^ » >' uf*;*-/ * s , • 
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" MmrfM? U T«-?S ALYSIS 0P THE FEASIBILITY OF RATHER QUICKLY . 
S2uiS G : J r r 2 l ’ 000 0R K0R£ CONTESTED HASLETS REVEALED -~ 

, SEVERAL. INTERESTING. FACTS. BASED ON A PROBABLY VERY X x 

.-INCOMPLETE PICTURE OF ;T HE ENEMY’S STRUCTURE OF LIBERATION 
T?0«»j[^£ES, V£ NOTE THAT . OF 80S HAMLET COSMimES 

■^SfStSfS cHnnf P f- CIFIC :HAflLETS * 15 .PERCENT ARE' IN 
../RELATIVELY. SECURE vHASLETS AND 

•xH&MLETS. v BUI ;G VN:-INPJ kfwc£ t 

^CONSIDER ABLE RF^COSPAS 

^ Af SPAnv 
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OF RETAIL -PRICES 

• - FROS' A DROP. IN DEMAND 

-2fSivfi 0C „ 1 ^''? • THg.WID-AUSUST FESTIVAL 

ELOHNS UP OF THE BEN LUC'BRIDGX ON OCTOBER 5 DOES «nT 
-^W-:TO-«AVE.;aFEECTEteTOOB::OEUreRlES TO SAIGON. A r 

SSrnr r AS3 TKE PHESENT 'HAXIMUB DELAY AT THE 
■■XxRJpG^lS-: REPORTED:' ..Tu BE 20. MINUTES*- rft ICE PRICES FELL - •. 

THE: BETTER GRADES OF DOMESTIC RICE : " ‘ V-.- 

^^■ktNG T TO 2 PERCENT; INFERIOR GRADES. FALLING 5 PERCENT ‘x 

A»o, ;ur;s.-Rie£ unchanged. . "v , -\ - ' x- * ■'• 

- v - x-v'*'-* ■ f . - ■ * •... x- v ; 

* • . j * ■ ~ ^ ^ * r * * r % .**'• * — * \ ' - — . . ^ * .. 

28. -MINISTER OF- ECONOMY- AU NGOC HO TOLD US aX THE END OF 

THAT HE HAD DRAWN UP A" PROGRAM. OF MEASURES ON RICE' 

J c!ro^c ; ' t 2Hf' 3 n.~ PES£N J' 70 THEV PRESIDENT - ABOUT OCTOBER S. THE ; 
fnS- l T??^ If3C t U ? £ ' 5 NO «OR£ PURCHASES- OF IMPORTED RICE FOR 

C2) AN -IMMEDIATE INCREASE IN 'IMPORTED RICE PRICES 

UM r Trt DC> ' X .'*'* ^LbSAuY AN nALr , vim -i hb SECOND 

HALE, TO .BE ELIMINATED EARLY NEXT YEAR e -- C3)' m QVENEN tN; BY C 

VESSELS' OF SUBSTANTIAL 'AMOUNTS AF- f? t nv ' ITPAM' CAtfifUJ CTAOVO 
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